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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised that
there is 1 minute remaining on this
vote.
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So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 106

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that my
name be removed as a cosponsor of H.
Res. 106.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.
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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 106

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to have my name
removed as a cosponsor of H. Res. 106.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CUELLAR). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken tomorrow.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CLEAN WATER
ACT

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 725) recognizing the
35th anniversary of the Clean Water
Act, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 725

Whereas clean water is a natural resource
of tremendous value and importance to the
Nation;

Whereas there is resounding public support
for protecting and enhancing the quality of
the Nation’s rivers, streams, lakes, marine
waters, and wetlands;

Whereas maintaining and improving water
quality is essential to protect public health,
fisheries, wildlife, and watersheds and to en-
sure abundant opportunities for public recre-
ation and economic development;

Whereas it is a national responsibility to
provide clean water for future generations;

Whereas since the enactment of the Clean
Water Act in 1972, substantial progress has
been made in protecting and enhancing
water quality due to a deliberate and na-
tional effort to protect the Nation’s waters;

Whereas substantial improvements to the
Nation’s water quality have resulted from a
successful partnership among Federal, State,
and local governments, the private sector,
and the public;

Whereas serious water pollution problems
persist throughout the Nation and signifi-
cant challenges lie ahead in the effort to pro-
tect water resources from point and
nonpoint sources of pollution and to main-
tain the Nation’s commitment to a ‘‘no net
loss” of wetlands;

Whereas the Nation’s decaying water infra-
structure and a lack of available funding to
maintain and upgrade the Nation’s waste-
water infrastructure pose a serious threat to
the water quality improvements achieved
over the past 35 years;

Whereas the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Congressional Budget Office,
and other stakeholders have identified a
funding gap of between $300,000,000,000 and
$400,000,000,000 over the next 20 years for the
restoration and replacement of wastewater
infrastructure;
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Whereas further development and innova-
tion of water pollution control programs and
advancement of water pollution control re-
search, technology, and education are nec-
essary and desirable; and

Whereas October 18, 2007, is the 35th anni-
versary of the enactment of the Clean Water
Act: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the 35th anniversary of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act (com-
monly known as the Clean Water Act);

(2) recommits itself to restoring and main-
taining the chemical, physical, and biologi-
cal integrity of the Nation’s waters in ac-
cordance with the goals and objectives of the
Clean Water Act;

(3) dedicates itself to working toward a
sustainable, long-term solution to address
the Nation’s decaying water infrastructure;
and

(4) encourages the public and all levels of
government—

(A) to recognize and celebrate the Nation’s
accomplishments under the Clean Water Act;
and

(B) to renew their commitment to restor-
ing and protecting the Nation’s rivers, lakes,
streams, marine waters, and wetlands for fu-
ture generations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
resolution, H. Res. 725.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we meet on the 35th an-
niversary of the Clean Water Act from
1972; a bill that started out in the
House, made its way through the Com-
mittee on Public Works, as it was
known then, through the House, to the
Senate Committee on Public Works,
and then through a 10-month House-
Senate conference, a remarkable meet-
ing of Members of the House and Sen-
ate which, in a time very different
from the times we experience recently,
where Members actually participated,
sat across the table from one another,
not separated by staff, although I was a
member of the staff at the time, not
relegating their responsibilities to oth-
ers, but actually participating vigor-
ously with informed judgment, with
strongly held views in shaping what ev-
eryone in that conference knew was
going to be a new future for the waters
of the United States.

That legislation was considered
against a backdrop of 14 years of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act,
crafted by my predecessor, John
Blotnick, who was Chair first of the
Subcommittee on Rivers and Harbors
and then Chair of the Full Committee
on Public Works, to clean up the Na-
tion’s waters.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-05T08:12:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




